\ P 



JAN. 2 0 2004 5l 



PTO/SB/21 (08-03) 
Approved for use through 08/30/2003. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



^ 2SiP TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used for all correspondence after initial filing) 


Application Number 


10/678,496 ^ 


Filing Date 


October 3, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Kurosawa 


Art Unit 


Unassigned 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


\^ Total Number of Pages in This Submission 




Attorney Docket Number 


32162256.2392 J 



ENCLOSURES (Check all that apply) 



□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



Fee Transmittal Form 

Fee Attached 
Amendment/Reply 
□ After Final 

EZI Affidavits/declaration(s) 
Extension of Time Request 
Express Abandonment Request 
Information Disclosure Statement 

Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 



□ 



Response to Missing Parts 
under 37CFR 1.52 or 1.53 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



Drawing(s) 

Licensing-related Papers 
Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 
Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 
CD, Number of CD(s) 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



After Allowance communication 
to Technology Center (TC) 

Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 
Appeal Communication to TC 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

Proprietary Information 

Status Letter 

Other Enclosure(s) (please 
Identify below): 



Postcard Aknowledgement 



Remarks 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual name 



Abdul Zindani Baker & McKenzie 



Signature 



January 15, 2004 





CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 




\ 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service 
with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 on the date shown below. 


Typed or printed name 


Abdul Zindani, Reg. No. 46,091 


^Signature 




Date 


January 15, 2004 y 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .5. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to 12 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Group Art Unit: Unassigned 
Examiner: Unassigned 



Application of: 

Kurosawa 



Serial No.: 10/678,496 

Filed: October 3, 2003 

For: A System and Method for 

Making Popcorn Using a Self- 
Regulating Heating System 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant(s) hereby 
notify the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the document(s) which is/are listed on the 
attached Form PTO-SB/08A. Copies of the non-US references are submitted herewith. 

X (1) This IDS does NOT require a fee or 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) statement because it is 
being filed (check all that apply): 

(a) Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a 

continued prosecution application under § 1 .53(d); OR 

(b) Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 

1.491 in an international application; OR 

X (c) Before the mailing of a first Office action on the merits; OR 

(d) Before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for 

continued examination under § 1.114. 



(2) This information disclosure statement is filed before the mailing date of a final 

action under §1.1 13, a notice of allowance under § 1 .3 1 1 , or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution in the application, and (check only one): 

(a) Is accompanied by the fee set forth in § 1 .17(p); OR 

(b) Each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was 

first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement; OR 

(c) No item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was 

cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and to 
the knowledge of the person signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual 
designated in § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement. 

(3) This Information disclosure statement is filed on or before payment of the issue 

fee and is accompanied by the fee set forth in § 1.1 7(p); AND (check only one): 

(a) Each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was 

first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement; OR 

(b) No item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was 

cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and to 
the knowledge of the person signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual 



designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant(s) does/do 
not waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove 
any listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 
Please charge any necessary fee or credit any overpayment in connection with this Information 
Disclosure Statement to Deposit Account No. 13-0480 (please reference 32162256.2392). 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 46,091 
Attorney for Applicant 



January 15, 2004 
BAKER & McKENZIE 

2300 Trammell Crow Center 
2001 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, TX 75201 
(214) 978-3058 (direct) 
(214) 978-3099 (facsimile) 



JAN 2° 



PTO/SB/08a (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



L ,n rtft[ttrfsP^ Derwor ^ Reduction Act of 1995. no nersons are reauired to res 
^fWfnQtitutft fnr form 1d4QA/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known \ 


Application Number 


10/678,496 


Filing Date 


October 3. 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Kurosawa 


Art Unit 


Unassiqned 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


V ShRfit 1 1 Of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


32162256.2392 J 




U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 




Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 20fkn(nm) 


Applicant of Cited Document 






us " 5,743,172 


04/28/1998 


Weiss, Ronald R. et al. 








us " 5,747,080 


05/05/1998 


Lemke, Stefan et al. 








US- C Q-7 4 7QO 


HO/1 QQQ 

uz/io/iyyy 


Vvclbo, rxUNdlU r\. cl dl. 








US ' 6.000.318 


12/14/1999 


Weiss. Ronald R. et al. 








us " 6,092,458 


07/25/2000 


Weiss, Ronald R. et al. 








US " 6.187.353 


02/13/2001 


Wyman, Melvin J. et 








us ~ 6,234,063 


05/22/2001 


Evers, Gilbert J. et al. 








US * 6.352.731 


03/05/2002 


Weiss, Ronald R. 








us " 6,354,191 


03/12/2002 


Weiss, Ronald R. et al. 








us ' 6,378,795 


04/30/2002 


Kelly, Joseph William 








us " 6,412,395 


07/02/2002 


Weiss, Ronald R. et al. 








us ' 20020061348 A1 


05/23/2002 


Weiss, Ronald R. 








US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



Foreign Patent Document 



Country Code 3 Number 4 Kind CodeV known) 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 



T 6 



DE4323788 



12/01/1994 



Link, Heinrich 



Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file {and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



Under tb 



PTO/SB/08a (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
twork Reduction Act of 1995 no persons are rpmiired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB con 



ute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



ontrol numhflr 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/678,496 



October 3, 2003 



Kurosawa 



Unassigned 



Unassigned 



■ Sheet 



Attorney Docket Number 



331 §3353.3892 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 




Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2 ( ' known> 






us " 3,554,115 


01/12/1971 


Manley, Charles G. 








us " 3,722,399 


03/27/1973 


Cole. Joseph E. 








US- O *JCC A O f\ 

3,756,139 


09/04/1973 


Wolens, John 








US ' 4.182.229 


01/08/1980 


VandeWalker. James 








us " 4,288,686 


09/08/1981 


Cretors, Charles D. 








US " 4.307.657 


12/29/1981 


Avery. Richard D. 








us " 4,397,874 


08/09/1983 


Piotrowski, Eugene G. 








us " 4.445.427 


05/01/1984 


Kiczek, Casimir R. 








us " 4,596,713 


06/24/1986 


Burdette, Darrell C. 








us " 4,823,683 


04/25/1989 


Meisner, Edward H. 








us " 4,849,233 


07/18/1989 


Hemker, Leonard E. 








us ' 4,850.120 


07/25/1989 


Stein, Andrew M. 








us ' 4,881,457 


11/21/1989 


Lyga, Thomas M. et al. 








us ' 4,888,186 


12/19/1989 


Cooley, Judith et al. 








us_ 4,947,740 


08/14/1990 


Strawser, Michael G. 








us ' 5,190,777 


03/02/1993 


Anderson, Gary D. et 








us - 5,657,684 


08/19/1997 


Chaikowsky, Peter 








us " 5,662,024 


09/02/1997 


Cretors, Charles D. et 





Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 




PTO/SB/08a (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



|§S>Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 


Complet if Known ^ 




Application Number 


10/678.496 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Filing Date 


October 3. 2003 


STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


First Named Inventor 


Kurosawa 


Art Unit 


Unassigned 


(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


Sheet -tfj 


Attorney Docket Number 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 

Plniirac Annaar 

rigures Mppear 


Number-Kind Cote 2(iknown) 






DE 19654337 


06/25/1998 


Sagredos, Angelos, 








EP02 17368 


04/08/1987 


Evans, David Alan et 








CDHOQQ71 1 


f~l A 1 A A 1 A ftflA 

01/1 1/1989 


Maxwell, noiiy m. ei ai. 








EP0650906 


05/03/1995 


Villar Otero. Domingo 








FR2690049 


10/22/1993 


FALCOU LOUISE 








JP1 165350 


06/29/1989 


NAKAMURAYOSHIO 








JP2053441 


02/22/1990 


NAKANO HIROSHI et 








JP2053442 


02/22/1990 


MARUYAMA NAOKO 








JP3172146 


07/25/1991 


MATSUI YOKICHI et 








JP3275474 


12/06/1991 


HIDAWA YOSHIYUKI 








JP561 54960 


11/30/1981 


OGAWA HIROSHI et 








JP62096054 


05/02/1987 


YAMAMOTO 








JP62228245 


10/07/1987 


SUGISAWA AKIRA 








JP62294056 


12/21/1987 


KATAOKA KATSUMI 








JP20021 06849 


04/10/2002 j 


KITADA YUKIHIRO 








WO0213628 


02/21/2002 


BEAGLE, Mark, 








WO0230218 


04/18/2002 


DURAN VILA, Juan 








W09923895 


05/20/1999 


WYMAN, Melvin, J. 





Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



